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Hospitalisation
help for various
patients

Ration kits to

16000 needy
families

l Food

distribution
to over 4000
people daily
for 2 months




Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.

Sanitisation Ward No. 64 - 65




Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.




Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.

Sanitisation Ward No. 67
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both bldgs & slums.
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Sanitisation Ward No. 68




Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.

Sanitisation Ward No. 69
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Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.

Sanitisation Ward No. 70




Sanitisation of more than 95% area including
both bldgs & slums.

Sanitisation Ward No. 71
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Food distribution was done to over 4000 needy persons

every day in entire Andheri west for 2 months.

Food Packets Distribution Ward No. 66




Food distribution was done to over 4000 needy persons
every day in entire Andheri west for 2 months.

Food Packets Distribution Ward No. 67




Food distribution was done to over 4000 needy persons
every day in entire Andheri west for 2 months.
Food Packets Distribution Ward No. 68
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Food distribution was done to over 4000 needy persons
every day in entire Andheri west for 2 months.

Food Packets Distribution Ward No. 69




Food distribution was done to over 4000 needy persons
every day in entire Andheri west for 2 months.
Food Packets Distribution Ward No. 70




We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various

people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000

needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.

MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.
DistributionWard No. 64 - 65




We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.

MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.

Ration Kits DistributionWard No. 66
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We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.

MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.

Ration Kits DistributionWard No. 67
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We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.

MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.




We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.
MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.

Ration Kits DistributionWard No. 69




We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.
MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.

Ration Kits DistributionWard No. 70




We were able to raise over 40 lakh rupees through donations from various
people across Andheri west which helped us to give ration kits to 16000
needy families in entire Andheri west assembly region.
MLA Ameet Satam himself first contributed 1 lakh for the cause.

Ration Kits DistributionWard No. 71
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Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity

boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 64 - 65




Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity
boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 66
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Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity
boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 67
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Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity

boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 68




Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity
boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 69




Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity

boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 70




Distribution of Arsenic Albumin 30 homeopathy medicines as immunity
boosters to over 1.5 lakh homes across entire K West zone.

Distributed Homeopathy Immunity Boosters Ward No. 71




Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 64 - 65
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Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 66
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Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 67




Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 68




Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 69
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Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 70
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Mass screening camps were conducted with joint efforts of Nirameya seva Foundation,
MCHI-Credai & BMC in hotspots of both slums & bldgs where thousands of persons
were screened, isolated which resulted in improvement in situation in hotspots.

Mass Screening Camps Ward No. 71
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Tenders rigged?

BMC wants
thermometers
with a range of
-30 degrees G to
500 degrees G

Opposition says this is a
cost-escalation ploy as
thermometers of such a range
is not required for humans

5 g LS R 100 100 songwith T e i

BMGC wants
thermometers
with a range of
-30 degrees G to
900 degrees 6

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

conditions are designed to favour
certain select contractors and keep
the competition out. The BMC
wants to place orders for 100
thermometers and 800 pulse
oximeters and expects to pay around
Rs 6,500 and Rs 1,500, respectively,
per piece. The critics, however, claim
that these prices are 30% above the
current market rates.

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

he BMC's recent tender floata-

tion for much-needed infrared

thermometers and pulse

oximeters has come under
criticism from opposition leaders
and experts, with claims that the
corporation is willing to pay vastly
inflated prices for equipment that
are too advanced and, in some cases,
not available in the market.

The tender’s technical specifica-
tions state that the winning bidder
will be required to supply non-con-
tact digital infrared temperature
guns —or infrared thermometers —
with a range of approximately -30
degree Celsius to 500 degree Celsius;
and pulse oximeters with adjustable
brightness and dual colour OLED
display with six display modes.

The opposition parties say the
advanced features are not required,
and will only lead to cost escalations
with very little to show for the extra
expenditure. Opposition parties and
experts also allege that the tender

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »

“I'just don’t understand how the
BMC drafts its tenders. The tender
conditions are such that no one can
supply important equipment. The
market rate for these equipment is
much less than what the BMC
estimates,” said Ameet Satam, the
BJP’s legislator from Andheri (West).

Satam said he had discussed the
issue with Municipal Commissioner
Praveen Pardeshi. “Even the timings
are suspect. The tenders were floated
at 2 pm on April 22 and were closed
24 hours later. But the online system
shows that tenders were being
accepted till 4 pm. I will take up the
issue with the Chief Minister
|Uddhav Thackeray] if they don’t
scrap the tenders,” he said.

Additional Municipal
Commissioner I’ Velrasu said he
would look into the matter.
“Sometimes the costs are high
because of supply shortages. But
tender conditions should be such
that there can be more participation
from contractors,” he sai

“I will look into the matter on
Monday and we will ensure that
tender conditions are relaxed and
they are not restrictive.”

The Covid-19 pandemic has led
to an increase in demand for infrared
thermometers and oximeters around
the world. An infrared thermometer
detects temperature from a portion
of the thermal radiation emitted by
the object being measured. This
thermometer, also called laser
thermometer, does not need to
physically touch but only scan the
surface of the object whose
temperature is being measured. It
takes less than a second to read and
report the temperature.

A pulse oximeter is a small,
lightweight device used to monitor
the amount of oxygen carried in the
body. This noninvasive tool attaches
painlessly to the fingertip, sending
two wavelengths of light through
the finger to measure the pulse rate
and how much oxygen is in the
system. Once the oximeter finishes
its assessment, its screen displays the
percentage of oxygen in the blood
coming from the heart — as well as
the current pulse rate.

FORECAST [TERF Gos s Wi | Bvracru W T | Tone

A day after
bribe demand
clip, Cooper
doc suspended
Casualty Medical Officer
takon 5 1000 to ssw0 &

death certificate; he claims
it was payment for his fees

Dr Niranjan Kshirsagar was not
on duty on Sunday night, and came
in only to issue the document

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

day after an audio recording
allegedly of civic-run Cooper
hospital’s doctors demanding
a bribe of Rs 10,000 to issue a
death cert te went viral, the BMC
on Tuesday suspended one of the
doctors, per an inquiry.

The doctor, Casualty Medical
Officet njan Kshirsagar,
claimed innocence, insisting that
the payment was for his fees to
issue the document.

At no civic- or state-run hospital
are doctors to be paid privately.

On the audio file, doctors said to
be from the Juhu hospital were
heard demanding a bribe of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 »
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A day after bribe
demand clip,
Cooper doctor
suspended

CONTINUED FRH PAGE 1

Rs 10,000 to bypass Covid-19
red tape and issue a death certifi-
cate to the family of an Andheri
resident who died of a heart
attack on Sunday. They doctors
told the family that they would
face multiple hurdles, causing a
days-long delay, owing to tight

ny of all deaths during the

-19 pandemic, settled for
payment of Rs 7,000 and directed
them to another doctor who
could issue the death certificate
promptly.

Yusuf Jafri All Shaikh, a family
member who said he was present
during the demand for bribe, had
claimed that a private doctor had
issued the document, but a pre-
liminary inquiry revealed that he
was, in fact, attached to Cooper
hospital.

Ameet Satam, Andherl West
MLA who had sent the audio file
to Municipal Commissioner
Praveen Pardeshi, demanded a
high-level probe. “This has the
makings of a racket. The BMC
must also question the other doc-
tors who directed the family to Dy
Kshirsagar,” e said

Dr Kshirsagar, who was nol on
duty on Sunday night, said he
called a call around 2 am on
Monday from the family, request-
ing him to issue a death certifi-
cate. “They didn’t want a post-
mortem examination. I did not
ask for a bribe. The Rs 7,000 I took
from them was for my fees, which
included charge for late night
consultation.”

Dr Kshirsagar, who said he has

—

Dr Niranjan Kshirsagar said the
payment included charges for
the late night hospital visit

never been accused of bribery in
his 15 years of service, sald he had
at first asked the family to visit a
local doctor. “Since they didn’t
find any, I helped them out. I will
resign soon; [ am being punished
for helping them out. I am being
framed,” he alleged.

MumbaiMirror
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BMG forgets math, pays up
to Rs 207 extra per PPE kit

Civic body is paying more for a full kit than the combined cost of the in

idual items;

BJP MLA threatens to lodge ACB complaint; civic official says he will “look into it”

Kit with
Cover-all

(with N85 mask),
s 575 with three-ply mask

Chaitanya Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chalMIRROR
n its rush to buy personal protec-
i PE =

1t
scems to have forgo
arithmetic. W

that come with a three-ply mask it
pays Rs 85 extra per kit, and for kits
that include an N-95 mask, it pays

wumbers are not insignificant
BMC buys around

mask, t
A single three

h
tems Is Rs 575 - Rs.
than what the BMC is

doctors and nurses working in
Covid-1 s, w

ing in non-Covid wards and
port staff such as sec

than Rs 1 lakh every day

because of this_ BJP MLA Ameet
Satam said that if the BMC could
buy all the individual Items for less,

longer an er

ergencs
the BMC will need PPE ki

enquiry against the

responsible, and pointed to other

alleged Irregularities in procure-
nder con-
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three—ply
mask

thermometers and pulse oximeters.

said that
ble at Rs 42 a

ly masks, they

higher price, |
will look into it. We will ensure that
there Is no buying at a higher price.
1 have already asked the C

Is said the civic body
had also received ma
donations and as par
responsibility
o

15, Andl just last

Star India and Disney+
rinered with Project

Mumbai to provide more than two
lakh PPE kits for health workers at
the BMC and another 10,000 khaki
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MumbaiMirror

Mirror had exposed
bizarre tender
specifications for
digital thermometers
and pulse oximeters

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

T heBMConTuesdayscrappedthe

tender to buy digital hand gun
thermometers after some of the
bizarre tender specifications were ex-
posed. The tender specified that the
thermometers should be able to mea-
sure temperatures ranging from mi-
nus 30degrees to 500 degrees Celsius.
“We have cancelled the tender for
the thermometers. We will not place
any order for the thermometers using
that tender,” Additional Municipal
Commissioner P Velrasu said.
The BMC's Central Purchase De-

partment (CPD) on Tues-
day issued a circular say- |

ing that the BMC won't
purchase pulse oximeters
and that infrared ther-
mometers were easily
available in the market
and so they can now be
purchased atthelocallev-
el by the BMC instead of
buying them centrally
fromthe CPD. The CPDin
its circular also said that

the rates of the two items
had also reduced consid-
erably in the market.
Meanwhile, the Art of Living Founda-
tion donated 100 thermometers to the
BMC.
MumbaiMirrorhadonMondayre-
ported how the BMC wanted to buy
handgunthermometersthatcan mea-
sure temperature from minus 30 de-
grees to 500 degrees Celsius and pulse
oximeterswithaadjustablebrightness
and dual colour OLED display with 6
modes. Experts have said that the two
products with such specifications
aren’tneeded andare not easily availa-

Ameel Satam, who had First
raised the issue, welcomed the
BMC's decision to scrap the ten-
ders. “This isawelcome move by
the BMC. The BMC must make
sure that all procurements are
done transparently. There must
be a vigilance probe into all the
purchase by the CPD since
March 22 whentheCovid-19 cri-
sis broke out in the city,” Satam
said.

Infrared thermometer espe-

Mirror stories publlshed on May5and 4

blein the market either.

While the oximeters were pur-
chased at Rs 1,530 per piece, the BMC
had fixed the price of the thermome-
ters at Rs 6,490 per piece. “There is no
question of buying anything at above
the market price. All the specifications
wereapproved by deansof three major
hospitals. We willmakesurethat there
isnoirregularity inany purchases and
ensure transparency in the tender
process,” Velrasu had said.

FBJP MLCA Trom Andheri (West) ]

cially digital infrared thermom-
eters, is very important in the
fightagainst Covid-19. It detects
temperature from a portion of the
thermal radiation emitted by the ob-
ject being measured. This thermome-
ter, also called laser thermometer does
not need to physically touch but only
scan the surface of the object/person
whosetemperatureisbeing measured.
Besides, they takeless than asecond to
read and report the temperatures,” a
supplier said.

A pulse oximeter is a small, light-
weight device used to monitor the
amountof oxygen carriedin the body.

TheArtofLiving Foundation
hasdonated100 thermometers
totheBMC

This noninvasive tool attaches pain-
lessly to the fingertip, sending two
wavelengths of light through the fin-
ger to measure the pulse rate and how
much oxygen is in the system. Once
the oximeter finishes its assessment,
itsscreen willdisplay the percentofox-
ygen in the blood coming from your
heart, aswellascurrent pulserate.

Wednesday, May 13, 2020

With 2.5 lakh in stock, BMC
won’t buy new PPE kits

Additional municipal commissioner scraps purchase after Mirror reports that
BMC was paying more for a full kit than the combined cost of the individual items

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

ours after Mirror reported

that the BMC was paying

Rs 207 extra per personal

protective equipment (PPE)

kit, Additional Municipal
Commissioner P Velrasu on Tuesday
ordered that no fresh purchases will
be made and that a new tender will
be floated after the current stock is
exhausted.

The BMC's central purchase
department said it has 2.5 lakh PPE
kits in stock at the Andheri sports
complex warehouse. Of these 75,000
will be kept as emergency reserve
and the remaining utilised.

Velrasu said the BMC had received
a large number of PPE kits as dona-
tions from organisations and corpo-
rates. “The old purchase rate becomes
invalid now. When we need more
kits, we will float a tender and select
the most competitive bidder.”

The Mirror report had highlight-
ed that as per rates fixed on April 30,
the BMC was paying more for a full
PPE kit than the cost of the individ-
ual items that make it up. For kits
with an N-95 mask, it was paying Rs
812 each. Individual items of the kit,
however, collectively cost Rs 206.50
less—a coverall with a hood and
shoe cover goes for Rs 495, a pair of
goggles for Rs 59, an N95 mask for
Rs 42, and a pair of nitrile gloves for
Rs 9.50.

Similarly, the BMC was paying Rs
660 a piece for kits that came with a
surgical (three-ply) mask. A single
three-ply mask costs Rs 11.55, which
means the total cost of the individu-
al items was Rs 85 less than what the
BMC was paying.

=

The BMC was ba_vlng Rs 207 extr'a
per kit that included an N-95 mask

PPE kits with N95 masks are for
doctors and nurses working in Covid-
19 wards, while those working in
non-Covid-19 wards and support
staff, such as security guards, phone
operators and ward attendants, are
given kits with a three-ply mask.

The civic body had bought
around 5,000 PPE kits every day at
these rates.

Velrasu said these purchase rates
now stand scrapped.

SATYAJEET DESAI

FLASHBACK

BMC forgets math, pays up
to Rs 207 extra per PPE kit
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Mirror’s May 12 report

In his order, he also asked all
BMC departments and hospitals to
submit a report on PPE kits bought
and used since April 30. “All details
like price and name of the supplier
have to be submitted in two days,”
said Velrasu.

BJP MLA Ameet Satam, who had
raised an alarm over the rates of the
kits, demanded a high-level inquiry
into all orders placed by the civic cen-
tral purchase department since the
outbreak of the pandemic. “The BMC|
just scrapped the tender after we
raised objections and pointed to a
potential scam. I will raise this issue at]
the next session of the state legisla-
ture. Every single purchase is riddled
with irregularities. The BMC has wast-
ed lakhs of rupees of public money
on overpriced PPE Kits,” he alleged.

Satam suggested that the BMC
draw up an inventory of all items it
has received as donations and under
corporate social responsibility initia-
tives. “The BMC itself doesn’t know
what it has received. The inventory
will help ensure that items are not
bought in excess,” he said.

o
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BJP releases
white paper on
Nesco Covid
centre deal

VijayV.Singh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: BJP released a white
paper alleging that BMC paid
multiple times the cost the mar-
ketrate toabuilder forfacilities
at Nesco Covid health centre in
Goregaon and wrote to chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
demanding a judicial inquiry.

The contract was awarded
to the builder without tenders.
BJP corporator in BMC Vinod
Mishra alleged corruption af-
ter highlighting charges/rent
paid by BMC to the builder and
market cost of material. BMC
paid Rs 8.25 lakh for bedsheets
though the same ones were av-
ailable in the market for Rs 2
lakh, he said.

BMC denied the allega-
tions, stating that Covid-19 ca-
ses were increasing when the
contract was awarded in an
emergency. It said the builder
was providing thematerial che-
aper than other contractors. It
gave a Rs 8.5-crore contract to
the builder for setting up 2,000
powder-coated beds and other
things at Nesco. BMC paysrent
for some things for three
months.
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PPE kit now cheaper by Rs 25

With rate revisions, Personal Protective Equipment kit p

| Chaitanya Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

loating tenders for buying

Personal Protective Equip-

ment (PPE) kits frequently

has helped the BMC save

money. After the civic body
floated tenders for PPE Kits, rates for
the life-saving kits have come down
by 30 per centin less thana month. A
PPE kit with an N95 mask now costs
less than Rs 550 and the one with a
three-ply mask costs less than Rs 500.
With the new rates, the BMCis saving
around Rs 250 per kit. With the civic
body buying 15,000 kits, it saves
around Rs40lakhaday.

The BMC had last month floated
tenders for buying PPE kits after
MumbaiMirror reported how the civ-
ic body was paying Rs 207 extra for a
PPE kit. After Mirror's report, Addi-
tional Municipal Commissioner P
Velrasu ordered that no fresh pur-
chases would be made. He also said
thata new tender would be floated af-
terthe current stockis exhausted. The
BMC soon exhausted its stock of 2.5
lakh kits which it had received under
CSRinitiatives.

The BMC then called for tenders
from vendors to supply PPE kits and

S

their bids were closed on May 20.
When the prices were open last week,
itemerged thatvendswereselling PPE
kitswithan N95 maskforRs 546anda
kitwith athree-ply mask forRs 478.

The rates were as high as Rs 812 for
aPPEkitwithanN95maskand Rs 660
fora kit with a three-ply mask in early
May. This is a reduction of more than
30percent.

BJP MLA Ameet Satam, who had
first raised the issues of over-priced
PPEKits, said thatsincetheratesof PPE
kitsaredynamic, the BMC must revise
the prices every week. “The BMC
called for tenders after we intervened.
They must call for tenders every week
since the rates reduce very fast. The
BMC is giving work orders to several
vendors. If they place bulk orders to

rices fall 30%, helping BMC save Rs 40 lakh a day

' PPEKit rates

«May 2020

Kit with N95 mask: Rs 812
Kitwiththree-ply mask:
Rs660

«June2020

Kit with N95 mask:

Rs546

Kitwiththree-ply mask:
Rs478

three or three vendors, rates can come
downby furtherRs 150. Wewill scruti-
niseevery purchase by the BMCinthe
next session of the state legislature,”
Satam said.

Mumbai Mirror had reported how
in its rush to buy PPEs, the BMC had
forgotten basic arithmetic. What the
civic body paid for a full PPE kit was
more than the cost of the individual
itemsthat make itup. For PPEKkits that
came with a three-ply mask, it paid Rs
85 extra per kit, and for kits that in-
clude an N-95 mask, it paid a whop-
ping Rs 207 extra per kit.

“We call for tenders periodically.
Around 80 vendors participated last
time. Now, we have floated two more
tenders. Floating tenders every week
is not possible, but we will try to do it

LASHBACK

With 2.5 lakh in stock, BMG
won't buy new PPE kits

dlonal menicpal commissoner scrags parchase afler Mirroe reports al
(3 il

MIirror’s reports on May 12 and 13

everyfortnight. We have come witha
new tender format wherein the al-
ready qualified vendors for PPE can
quote only pricesand not any techni-
cal documents. This method will re-
duce the workload, and once the sys-
tem stabilises, we can follow that sys-
tem ona weekly basis,” Velrasu said.

Tuesday, June 16, 2020

New isolation centres, but half
of 30,000 hospital beds unused

Govt officials say hospitals are yet to act on the directive of res

| Chaitanya Marpakwar
and Lata Mishra
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @MumbaiMirror

here’s a frenetic rush to

build new isolation centres

across the city for Covid-19

patients, even though

around 50 per cent of the
existing 30,000 beds in various hos-
pitalsare unoccupied forvariousrea-
sons.

While sources have pointed out
BMC’s misdirected efforts, a senior
state government official said new
jumbo facilities are needed as most
hospitalsand nursing homes are not
running at full capacity. This, he
said, has led to a massive shortage of
beds, especially for critical coronavi-
rus patients.

“Mosthospitalsare working at 40
per cent capacity due to shortage of
staff, but patients need to be isolated
somewhere. Hence the plan for new
ones,” he said. He added that hospi-
tals were last month ordered to re-
serve 80 per cent beds for Covid-19
patients at affordable cost, but many
of them are yet to act. State Public
Health minister Rajesh Tope and
Principal Secretary (Public Health)
Pradeep Vyas didn’t respond to

erving 80% beds for Covid-19 patients

A state-run isolation centre (left); Health Minister Rajesh Tope paid a surprise visit to four private

hospitals earlier this month to check if they had reserved 80% beds for Covid-19 patients

queries from Mirroron Monday.
According to state government
data, there are around 1,400 small,
medium and large nursing homes
and hospitals in the city, with 7,000
beds in public hospitals, and nearly
23,000 in private medical facilities.
BMC chief Iqbal Chahal has further
ordered 8,000 beds and has said that
erecting jumbo facilities is BMC's
priority. The MMRDA and CIDCO
are currently focused on building
new isolation centres. Many of the
large-scale facilities are already 50
per cent full. Earlier, it was said that
it'safutileeffort and how thesefacili-
tiescould turnintoa whiteelephant.
BJP MLA Ameet Satam said the |

state government must take over pri-
vate hospitals during the pandemic.
He said there’s no point spending
croresonnew isolation centres when
around 15,000 beds in hospitals and
nursing homes are available but not
being used. He said the government
can easily use and upgrade the exist-
inginfrastructure.

Satam suggested reserving some
of the city's medical facilities exclu-
sively for treating non-Covid-19 pa-
tientswhilekeepingalargechunkfor
infected patients. He said, “Elective
surgeries have been put on hold for
three months now. We need non-
Covid-19 facilities too. But coronavi-
ruscontinuestobeahuge challenge.

Theonlyway out is to make a pool of
bedsforinfected citizens.”

Accordingtoagovernmentcircu-
larissued on May 21, 80 percentofall
hospitaland nursinghomebeds-ex-
cept those in the maternity, dialysis
and chemotherapy categories— were
to be regulated by the BMC, with
their rates capped. As per the order,
“This applies to both isolation and
non-isolation beds. That means 80
per cent of isolation beds available
withany healthcare provider should
be regulated by the state govern-
ment,asalso80percentof non-isola-
tion beds.” Asaresult, private hospi-
tals can charge regular rates for only
20 per cent beds.
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LAB OFFERS TO
DO GOVID TEST
FOR Rs 2000

Private labs want penalties for
poor performance not bans

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

en days after the Indian

Council of Medical Research

removed the cap of Rs 4,500

on Covid-19 tests and asked

states to “fix up mutually
agreeable prices” with laboratories, a
top private testing facility in the city
has offered to drop the cost to as low
as Rs 2,000 per test.

In a letter to BMC Commissioner
Igbal Chahal, Thyrocare, one of the
laboratories permitted to test for
Covid-19 in the city which has faced
punitive action in recent times over
irregularities in its results, said it is
willing to charge Rs 2,000 per swab
sample collected by the BMC, and
Rs 2,500 if its own technicians make
the collection.

The city has three rate cards: free
testing at public laboratories, Rs
4,500 at private laboratories, and Rs
3,500 that the BMC pays private
facilities when it asks them to collect
and test samples of high-risk con-
tacts in home quarantine.

A senior BMC official said the
state government is still negotiating
the prices with laboratories—it set
up a committee, led by State Health
Assurance Society CEO Sudhakar
Shinde, more than a week ago to fix
the rates—forcing residents to con-
tinue to pay Rs 4,500 for private test-
ing. The neighbouring Karnataka
has already reduced the charge to Rs
2,250.
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Lab offers to do Covid test for Rs 2000

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

that the state government and
the BMC invite tenders for test-
ing. Competitive bidding rates,
they believed, can lessen the
financial load on patients. “The
state government is setting up
one committee after another for
everything. It must call for ten-
ders and let the lowest bidder fix
the testing rate. Then, all other
private laboratories must be
directed to test at that rate. Why
does the Maharashtra govern-
ment need to negotiate [with
private laboratories] when it can
call for tenders and reduce the
prices to less than Rs 2,000?”
asked BJP MLA Ameet Satam.

Aslam Shaikh, Mumbai’s
guardian minister, too, has
pushed for tenders and has even
written to Shinde about it. “The
prices should be made fair. A
short tender or expression of
interest must be called urgently.
If Karnataka can do it, so can
we. The state government-
appointed committee must
work out the cost of reagents,

consumables and collection
charges,” he said.

He said there should one
charge for Mumbai Metropolitan
Region and another for the rest
of the state, “I will soon take up
the issue with Public Health
Minister Rajesh Tope.”

Shinde said the committee is
still working out the prices. “We
will submit a report in a few
days.”

There are 16 laboratories
conducting Covid-19 tests in
the city. According to the BMC'’s
data, private and public labora-
tories conduct around 6,000
tests each day in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region, and that
public laboratories far surpass
private ones in the number of
daily tests. More than 2 lakh
people have so far been tested in
Mumbai.

Many private laboratories in
the city have been issued show-
cause notices and stop-work
orders over lapses in the testing
of samples. Thyrocare has been
pulled up by three civic bodies
in Maharashtra—the BMC, the

Thane Municipal Corporation
and the Pune Municipal
Corporation in the past two
months—over a number of false
positives. The BMC gave permis-
sion to it to resume testing after
getting a satisfactory response to
its notice. The TMC has still
barred it from conducting tests.
The Vasai-Virar Municipal
Corporation has also issued a
notice to it on similar lapses but
has not yet asked it to stop test-
ing.

A private testing laboratory
that has been issued notices
alleged harassment, and sug-
gested that penalties replace the
current practice of barring/
blacklisting for poor perfor-
mance. “We have already
demanded a redressal mecha-
nism [to dispute accusations of
lapses]. If civic authorities sus-
pect irregularities, they can first
approach a higher authority,
instead of blacklisting laborato-
ries outright. Laboratories can-
not be harassed in this manner
with notices and threats,” said
an official from the laboratory.

| Chaitanya. Marpakwar

NGO screens 20 000 1]
slums despite doctor,
workers testing positive

Three batches of healthcare workers from Niramay Seva
Foundation are assisting the BMC in Andheri West and Versova

coronavirus cases.

dation, said the doctors are work-|
ing free of cost. Satam said, "The

@timesgroup.com
TWEETS @ehalMIRROR

rivate doctors and vol-
Pumwn from an NGO
are continuing to help
the BMC in screening
slum-dwellers despite six

healthcare workers testing positive
for Covid-19. nmmgm Andheri

and five of h up.mn staff tested
ly last week. However,
nd third batches of
workers from the Niramay Seva
Foundation have been working

nearly 20,000 residents
Nagar, Ruia Park and Anan
Nagar.

Affiliated to Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
foundation was part of the local
NGOs enlisted to help the civic
body screen slum pockets for
Covid-19. The urgency was over-
riding, considering monsoon will
hit the city next month

Nehru Nagar in K-W
one of the most popul.
city, with more than 3
dents. Almost all slum-dwellers
use community tollets and physi-
cal distancing Is not possible. The
entire ward has mare than 1,500

Vikas Deshmkuh, a representa-

ine do«.lors
and five of the 23 volunteers from
the first batch got infected. But
the other batches have stepped in
and made a lot of progress. Even
those who have tested positive

a
five days and is then quarantined
for the next five. “Volunteers are
tested on the seventh day and can
resume work if they test negative.

the third batch is

the residents as the sec-
ond one is in quarantine,”
Deshmukh said.

Deshmukh said many doctors
and volunteers are swayam sevak
and are trained to work long
hours. Citing a lack of fear, he sald
they joined the fight accepting
that they might get infected and
it has not dented their confi-
dence. “We are taking all precau-
tions and everyone has personal
protective already
the process of lining up the fourth
batch to screen the entire popula-
tion in the area before the mon-

third batch has been deployed in
the slums as the second baich is
in quarantine, after which it will
be tested. We are also giving the
doctors additional help. The RSS
en us a lot of support in
ing work.

general secretary of The,
city, Sanjay Nagarkar said some of
the volu are final-year MBBS
students. “There are around eight
to 10 doctors in each hatch and
there are some female doctors to.”
He said every doctor leadsa group
of three to four peaple. &
micro-team uses i
mometers and pu
screen the residents,

clvic official sald that
screening the residents is the first
and the most crucial step towards
identifying people who could be
infected. He said it's a tedious pro-
cess to ask people ta come in
small batches, make them wait at
a safe distance from each other
and sec If they have fever or
deplsted oxygen. “These two are

the risk of f
navirus,” b adding that the

Volunteers are tested on the seventh

day and can resume work if they test
negative. Currently, the third batch is
screening the residents as the second one
is in quarantine ~Vikas Deshmukh, Nirmay Seva Foundation

NGO doctors are fighting  long
Battle and even BMC doctors are
warking with the team. “It’s a
huge challenge as thousands more

Healthcare experts and
Opposition parties have demanded
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 »

need to be screened before it starts.
raining.”
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In Andheri, BMC shifts Covid
focus from slums to highrises

Mumbai: TheBMC isshifting
its Covid-19 focus from slums
inthe Andheri area to highris-
es in L ala, Versova

DHARAVI ON WAY TO WIN BATTLE?
53% PATIENTS HAVE RECOVERED

and Oshiwara. A look at the
cases that have been reported
from BMC's K-West ward
(which includes these areas
and also Juhu) from Friday to
Sunday shows that more cases
have been reported from
buildings than from slum
packets.

For instance, on Saturday
of the 52 new cases that were
reported from the ward, 16
were from slums and 23 from
residential colonies. And on
Friday, out of the 64 cases re-
ported, again, the majority

Asia's largest slum
seems to be on the
verge of victory
against Covid-19,
thanks to aggres-
sive containment
measures, includ-
ing door-to-door
surveys, expansive
testing, impromptu
treatment facilities,
and, perhaps most
importantly, free
‘medical services. But
challenges remain,
reports Richa Pinto

analyzed

COVID-19 IN DHARAVI

1981 Total cases from Dharavi analysed
by BMC for trends and categorization.
Otherwise, 2013 cases as of June 15

Iy
—l Deaths

53% of cases|

 patients
arged

was from e

Even while tracing hlgh
risk contacts (HRC), the same
trend has been observed. For
instance, on Saturday, seven
HRCs were from highrises
andsix from the ward'sslums.

K-West ward has so far re-
ported 2877 cases, of which
active cases as of Monday
stood at 1,086. To control the
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus in the ward, the BMC has
now decided to focus on ag-

reeningand check-

n levels among

ving in housing socie-

ties in residential neighbour-

hoods, something that for the

last couple of months was
done intheslums.

“Housing societies will be
asked to buy oxygen concen-
trators and turn their own
club houses into isolation fa-
cilities wherever possible so
that residents who are found
to be asymptomatic patients
can quarantine themselves
within the society” said as-

MORTALITY RATE DIPS

GROWTH RATE
FALLS STEEPLY

Case fatality rate

A'un‘\ l\iay June

L

k‘:"' 3.1% | case
fatality

rate in city
is the same,

37% | May

 DOUBLING
(\ RATE PLUNGES

Growth rate as aseven-day
moving average

April 12%
4.3%

June ~ 105%
‘Comparison |
Avg growth rate
in city is 2,7%

Comparison |
Doubling rate 18
incityis

27 days %ril

CASES BY MONTH

April 1| First Covic-19 case
reported in Dharavi

60% of

May

POINT OF CONCERN

It's good news

as of now, but
cases could rise again,
especially during the
monsoon. Therefore,
screening of locals, till
now just for Covid-19,
will be expanded to all
vector-borne diseases
Kiran Dighavkar |

WARD OFFICER, G NORTH

‘ days days

sistant municipal commis-
sloner, K-West, Vishwas Mote.
Oxygen concentrators would
ensure that patients can be
started on oxygen even while
waiting for an ambulance in

case their oxygen levels dip.
Also, from Tuesday on-
wards, 13 civic teams will be
formed (one for every corpo-
rator’s area), who would visit
housing societies in the ward

to screen residents. Local
MLA AmeetSatam saidhe has
requested civic officials to
screen fruit and vegetable
vendors and also grocery and
medical store staff.
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Door-to-door visits part of civic
rapid action plan for the suburbs

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The BMC willlauncha rapid action
plan on Monday to control the sudden rise in
Covid-19 cases in the suburbs. The case dou-
blingrate in wards like R-Central (Borivlilies
init)is18 days compared to the 34-day average
for the city. In R-North (Dahisar is in it), the
doublingrate is even worse: 16 days. The BMC
will bring on board around 50 ambulances
that would be donated by an NGO. These will
visithigh-risk localities for swab testing.

Deputy municipal commissioner Vish-
was Shankarwar said screening would be
held in particular containment areas in
the coming days. “As and when doctors sug-
gest that a particular person with symptoms
needs to be tested, swab would be collected,”
he said. “Many of the recent cases are of
patients who were admitted in hospitals for
other ailments and had to be tested for Co-
vid-19aswell. Considering that their immuni-
ty was already low, these patients were found
infected with Covid-19.”

In Dahisar and Borivli, the BMC has
planned door-to-door screenings, especially

inresidential localities for early detection. In
certain areas where the numbers are rising
rapidly, a complete lockdown has been pro-
posed not just in the area proper, but also a
buffer zone, where nothing except for essen-
tial shops would stay open. Officials said that
the police had suggested a similar lockdown
of containment zones. In areas like Andheri
in the western suburbs, where aggressive
house-to-house screening in certain pockets
has already begun, MLA Ameet Satam said|
that over the last week, the ward has screened
residents of 120 buildings as well as over 20
hawkers and staff of grocery stores. “Al
buildings are also advised to have ascreening
counterattheirentrance with athermometer
and an oximeter to screen all external per:
sonsentering the building,” he said.

BMC has okayed a lockdown in areas at
Dindoshi in Malad, said additional commis-
sioner Dilip Sawant. Police patrolling was
carried out at Santosh Nagar and at Borivli's
Shastri Nagar, a containment zone, on Satur-
day. People were asked to stay indoors and fol-
lowlockdown guidelines.

(With inputsfrom Nitasha Natu)
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‘MMRDA paid 40% extra for Govid hospital’

BJP MLA alleges phase | of the facility at BKC was built without inviting tenders; MMIIIJA says rules were followed

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

he Mumbai Metro-

politan Region De-

velopment Authority

(MMRDA) completed

phase II of the Cov-
id-19 hospital in Bandra-Kurla
Complex (BKC) in record time
on Tuesday, but its 1,080-bed
phase I hospital has come un-
der the scanner for overpricing
and irregularities.

In a letter to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, BJP MLA
Ameet Satam alleged that the
MMRDA gave out contracts
for the construction of the Rs
20-crore makeshift hospital at
around 40 per cent more than
the market prices and without
inviting tenders. He has
demanded an independent
inquiry.

The MMRDA on its part
claimed that it had followed
all procedures and had sought
quotations from multiple
firms before issuing work
orders. MMRDA officials said
that the procurement was

done under the emergency
clause of the disaster manage-
ment protocol and did not
require tendering.

In his complaint, Satam
has attached price quotations
from firms for construction of
a similar hospital project, and
claimed that he has received
quotes much lesser than what
the MMRDA has paid to its
contractors.

For instance, according to
documents shared by the
MMRDA with Satam, the
agency paid Rs 9.4 crore to a
company called Ms Jess Idea
Pyt Ltd for constructing the
main hangar for a period of
three months. This structure
houses the entire hospital for
the patients measuring
around 9,400 sq mt, the doc-
tors’ facility of around 2,375
sq mt and the toilet area of
around 2,100 sq mt.

Satam in his complaint said
that the same hangar could be
constructed for just Rs 5.67
crore in the same time. Satam
has produced a quotation
from a firm called RMB Event
Management Company for Rs

5.67 crore for the same struc-
ture, and maintenance for
three months. This means a
price difference of Rs 3.77
crore or 40 per cent. The hos-
pital is housed in a waterproof
‘German tent’ (a hangar-like
structure), 235 m in length
and 40 m in width.

The MMRDA bought all its
beds and mattresses from Ms
Nilkamal Limited and spent
Rs 3,835 per bed, Rs 1,888 per
mattress. The MMRDA
ordered 1,000 beds and mat-
tresses spending almost Rs 60
lakh on beds, mattresses pil-
lows, and saline stands.

Satam in his complaint
said that he could procure the
same beds at just Rs 3,481
each and the mattresses at Rs
384 which is around 20 per
cent cheaper.

According to Satam, the
MMRDA paid Rs 350 more

per bed and Rs 384 more per
mattress,

MMRDA Commissioner
RA Rajeev said that there
were no irregularities in the
project at all. “We have kept
37 files ready for any kind of
audit or scrutiny. We had
formed a robust committee
of experts for all the purchas-
es. There was total transpar-
ency, and no procedures were
violated in any way. Now, in
hindsight anyone can quote
lower prices but when we
built the hospital, there was a
lockdown in place.”

He said the prices might
have come down now but
the hospital was built in
record time, and it was a mat-
ter of pride for the MMRDA
that it its feat was being com-
pared to the hospital that was
built in Wuhan in a record
time, Rajeev said.

SATISH MALAVADE

Phase 10of MMRDA’s hospital at BKC cost Rs 20 cr
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‘Screen veg, fruit vendors,
grocers to limit infection’

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Screening of vege-
table and fruit vendors, and
grocery and medical staff for
their body temperatures is
fast becoming the new nor-
mal in the city, since Covid-19
cases have been rising among
thuse\\llos]mpfuressentlals

Atacivic park in Borivli's
1 C Colony where fruit, vege-
table and fish \'endars have
been shifted to ensure social
distancing, all are screened,
including customers.

Shiv Sena member Abhis-
hek Ghosalkar from the area

d they came up with the
plan after a number of pati-
ents reported they had only
stepped out to buy essentials
and had got infected.

“On discussing with the
authorities, we realized the
patients might have got infec-
ted while buying essentials
and therefore we di ed that
volunteers would be given
non-contact digital tempera-
ture guns to screen those en-
teringthe park,” hesaid.

In Andheri, too, where the
number of patients from hig-
hrises is currently on the ri-

se, MLA Ameet Satam said he
has suggested the local K-We-
st Ward officials sereen fruit
and vegetable vendors as well
as gmcery and medical store
staff. “All fruit and vegetable
vendors onfootpaths and gro-
cery and provision store staff’
should be screened. In seve-

ral cases, these are the only
people that persons who are
still following the lockdown
conditions come in contact
with,” he said.

In South Mumbai's Cola-
ba, too, corporator Makrand
Narwekar said he has witnes-
sed a similar trend. He took
the example of a 50-year-old
patient who had not stepped
out of his home at all during
the lockdown and would only
receive groceries and vege-
tables at his doorstep. “The
only source of infection in
such a case appears to have
been from the goods that arri-
ved at his residence. Besides,

A volunteer uses temperature gun to screen vendors at 1 C Cnlony Borivli

1 have been receiving compla-
ints from locals about zero so-
cial distancing maintained
by fisherfolk at Sassoon Do-
:ks. Locals are extremely wo-

edaboutanoutbreakinth-
eir area because of the cro-
wds that gather. Therefore,
screening of vendorsinevery

by the authorities,” he said.
In Goregaon, local corpo-
rator Sandeep Patel said sin-
ce June, if a ward reports an
average of 30 casesdaily, then
25are from highrises and five

are from theslums.

“The trend has completed
reversed now and we are noti-
cing the number of cases co-
ming from slum pockets is fe-
wer than buildings. Those in
highrises have hardly step-
ped out during the lockdown.
Screening of vendors to find
from where they get their su-
pply of groceries, vegetables
and fruits would ensure any
potential carrier is imme-
diately isolated. The BMC sh-
ould not leave any opportuni-
tytotracethem,"” said Patel.

Builder gets contract for Covid
equipment, no tenders floated

Despite having no relevant experience, Romell Realtors bags Rs 10.9-cr
contract to supply ux_vr:t;ym cylinders, medical beds and more to the

BMC’s Govid care f:
| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
[ SEroup.col

TWEETS @chalMIRROA
city-based bullder has been
awarded a Rs 10.9-crore
contrct to supply beds
and medical equipment to
a BMC Covid-care centre,

even though the firm allegedly

has no experience in this field. No

tenders were floated either before

giving the work order for a period of
three months

Romell Realtors is supplying
oxygen cylinders, medical beds,
mattresses, fans and humidifiers to
the BMC {d Care Centre at

Goregaon's Nesco exhibition center,

The realty firm has several

rsidential projects across the city,

but according to officials it has no
experience of supplying or
manufacturing oxygen cylinders,
beds and mattresses and
humidifiers.

Gnmgann’s Nesco exhhrtlun centre

Earfier this month, 821 beds were made operational at the Goregaon
centre in addition to the first lot of 285

Romell Group's Nesco
contract

Total contract approved:
Rs 10.90 crore

Pay Orders Issuedso far:
Rs 5.30 crore

1,500 fans at Rs 100 per day
per fan (for 90 days)

1,500 medical beds with
mattresses at Rs 100 each (for
B0days)

2,000 oxygen cylindersat
Rs 5,500 (purchased)

2,000 vaive sets and hu-
midifier bottles at Rs 3,000
(purchased)

4,442 units of Methalide at
Rs 200 (purchased)

KILESH WAIRKAR

Earlier this month, 821 beds
were made operational at the

Garegaon centre in addition to the

first lot of 285 commissioned on
June 2. The ultimate plan is to
make it 3 3,000-bed facillty.

According to documents
accessed by Mumbai Mirror,
approvals to give work orders worth
Rs 10.9 crore to Romell Realtors was
given by then Municipal
Commissioner Praveen Pardeshi on
April 27 This was for supply of
oxygen cylinders, beds and
mattresses for thrce months. Later
the BMC's Mechanical and
Electrical (M&cE) department Issued
two pay orders of Rs 2.67 crore and
Rs 2,70 crore on May 26 to Romell

s for supply of pedestal fans,
beds wih mattresscs,

Officials said that for now pa
orders worth Tts 5.2 crore w

issued for three months, pay orders
for anather three months would be
Issuied mext month,

While Romell realtors bagged
the contract worth Rs 10.90-crore,
the company’s website claims that
the Nesca isolation centre was set
up with the company's ‘support’
“Considering the urgency of the
steady rise in Covid-19 cases in
Mumbai, BMC has set up a DCHC
{Dedicated Cavid Health Centre) at
Goregaon's Nesco ground, with the
support of Romell Group, Equipped
10 accommodate 2,600 oxygenated
Deds - a first for Mumbai, it will be
the largest DCHC in the world,” the
company said on its website under
the CSR tab.

Romell Realtors said that it's CSK
contribution to th
was worth B 1 crore, for x-1ay
machines, cabins,liquid cylinders.
“The company also said that the

revised work order value is Rs 8.4
crore and not Rs 1090 crores. “The
Mol signed with Romell Realtors s
ata much lesser rate resulting in a

decision 1o entrust the contract to
M/s Romell Realtors. We don't
manufacture medical beds and
cylinders but best quality beds have
been supplied,” the company said
in a statement.

BJPMLA Amect Satam has com-
plained to Municipal Commissioner
Igbal Chahal asking why work
orders worth Its 10.90 crore were

per without invit-

s Is & nothing but a
a5 tumed a builder
eylinder supplier
atam sald

into an oxyg
overnight,”

Municipal Commissioner Ramesh
Pawiar had asked Romell Realtors
to sign an Mol for setting up a
Covid centre with 850 besis. Later
the builder was asked to create a
facility with 2,000 beds. The letter
asked the builder to work in
consultation with Joint Municipal
Commissioner (Special) Anand
Wiaghralkar. Waghralkar did not
respand toa query from Mirror.
The BMC's M&E department is
headed by Additional Municipal

hen contacted,

d he had no
information on this since he was
not dealing with this subject
Municipal Commissioner Iqbal
Chahal also did not respond 1o a
detalled query.

City | MumbaiMirror
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Ghief secretary hauls
up BMG for builder’s
Govid-19 contract

Mirror had reported yesterday how Romell Realtors was
awarded Rs 10.9-crore contract with no relevant experience

NILESH WAIRKA ‘R

BMC's Covid Care Centre at Goregaon’s Nesco exhibition center; Mirror’s report on June 25

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

hief Secretary Ajoy

Mehta on Thursday

called for a report

from the BMC on

work orders worth Rs
10.9 crore issued to Romell Real-
tors for supplying equipment at
the Nesco Covid Care Centre in
Goregaon. Acting on a Mumbai
Mirror report, Mehta has asked
Municipal Commissioner Igbal
Chahaltosubmitareportonthe
issue.

Mehtasaid he would order a
probe after he gets the report. “
have asked forareport with facts
on this from the Municipal
Commissioner. We will see if
there have been any irregulari-
ties,” Mehta told Mumbai Mir-
Tor.

This paper had on Thursday
reported how Romell Realtors, a
city-based builder, has been
awardeda Rs 10.9-crore contract
to supply beds and medical
equipmenttoaBMC Covid-care
centre, even though the firm al-
legedly hasnoexperiencein this
field. Notenders were floated ei-
therbeforegivingtheworkorder
foraperiod of three months.

Romell Realtors is supplying
oxygen cylinders, medical beds,
mattresses, fansandhumidifiers
tothe BMC's Covid Care Centre
at Goregaon's Nesco exhibition
center. Therealty firm hassever-
al residential projects across the
city, butaccording to officials it
has no experience of supplying
ormanufacturingoxygen cylin-
ders, beds and mattresses and
humidifiers. According todocu-
mentsaccessed by Mumbai Mir-
ror, approvals to give work or-
ders worth Rs 10.9 crore to Ro-
mell Realtors was given by then

Municipal Commissioner Pra-
veen Pardeshi on April 27, This
was for supply of oxygen cylin-
ders, beds and mattresses for
three months. Later the BMC's
Mechanical and  Electrical
(M&E) department issued two
payordersofRs2.67 croreand Rs
2.70crore on May 26 to Romell
Realtors for supply of pedestal
fans, medical beds with mat-
tresses, oxygen cylinders and
humidifiers.

TheB]PhasallegedtheNesco
centre was a multi crore scam.
“This is nothing but a scam. All
theitems that Romell is supply-
ing are available at 50% less in
the market. Thisis nothing buta
Rs 5 croregiftto Romell Realtors.
The BMC has turned Covid cen-
tres into dens of corruption.
There mustbea high level probe
intothisandthe BMCmustissue
stop payment orders to the
builder,” said BIPMLAMihirKo-
techa.

Samajwadi Party MLA Rais
Shaikh wrote to Chahal seeking
a probe into the builder's CSR
fundsusedforthe Nesco project.
“Thisisaclear case of conflict of
interest. The BMC must clarify
on what Romell Realtors has
done through CSR? Rs 90 lakh
CSR and Rs 10 crore contracts
without tendersis nothing buta
scam. We urge Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray to issue stop
payment orders to Romell Rela-
tors,” Shaikh said.

BIP Group leader in the
BMC, corporator Vinod Mishra
said that the contracts were
awarded to Romell Realtors
without any due diligence. “He
ischarging Rs100 per day per fan
for 90 days. This amounts to Rs
9000. New high end fans are
available for Rs 6000. So thisisa
bigscam. There mustbean inde-
pendentenquiry againstall offi-
cialswhohanded this file,” Mis-

FLASHBACK

hrasaid.
RomellRealtorshadsaid that
it'sCSR contribution to the Nes-
co centre was worth Rs 1 crore,
for x-ray machines, cabins, liq-
uidcylinders. The companyalso
said that the revised work order
value is Rs 8.4 crore and not Rs
10.90 crores. “The MoU signed
withRomell Realtorsisatamuch
lesserrateresulting in a substan-
tial saving. Considering the ur-
gentneed, the BMC took the de-
cision to entrust the contract to
M/s Romell Realtors. We don't
manufacture medical beds and
cylinders but best quality beds
have been supplied,” the com-
any hadsaid inastatement.
BJP MLA Ameet Satam said
that he would file a complaint
withthe Lokayuktaand the Anti
Corruption Bureau (ACB).

CongresscorporatorRaviRa-
ja, who is the opposition leader
inthe BMC too wrote to Chahal
demanding thatpaymenttoRo-
mell Realtors be stopped. “All
payments to Romell Realtors
must bestopped. The BMC must
come out with a white paper on
theNescocentreand make pub-
lic all the money that has been
spentonit,” Rajasaid.

Municipal Commissioner
Igbal Chahal did not respond to
a detailed query from Mumbai
Miroron Thursday.
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Civic body cites ‘emergency’ as it breaks rules

BMG awards second
medical contract to

huilder without tender

Romell Realtors gets work order to supply dura oxygen cylinders
for three Covid-19 centres; ﬁrm has no medical feld experience

| Chaitanya Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com
TWEETS lichalMIRAOR
uestions about integrity be
damned, the BMC has given
other contract to Romell
s without calling for
this time 10 supply
jumbo axygen cylinders to three
civic-run facilites treating Covid-19
patients.

Mirror had reported Tast month
that the construction company,
which has several nsidential pro-
jects across the city, is neither a sup-
plier nor a manufacturer of oxygen
cylinders, beds and mattresses or
umidifiers. But its lack of experi-
ence didn't deter the BMC from
awarding it a s 10.90-crore contract
in May to supply beds and medical

o the Covid-19 care cen-
oregaon's NESCO exhibition
without even calling for ten

KILESH WAIRKER

G
ders
Confident that t had got anay

The BMC had in May awarded a contract to Romell Realtors to supply

with bending the rul

chief secretary Ajoy Mehta hauled
the BMC up over the work order and

asked it tosubmit a report on the  the due procedure.

e NaCuum-insu-

ase department
ract o the
comypany on Jur rth s 1.30
crore tosupply 70 dura oxygen oyl
inders tathe NSCI Covid-19 centre
in Worli, Bhabha Hospital in Bandra
and HBT Trauma Care Centre in

Jogeshwari, again without following

eyed contractor, 1t failed to supply
the 70 cylinders by the designated
deadline of June 10, vay
with just a slap on th

of having its work or

nd eventually
asked it to deliver only 55 dura cyl
inders. Thase deliveries have becn
made

CONTINUED ON PAGE 55

BMC awards second medical contract
to builder without tender

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BJP MLA Ameet Satam, who had flagged
the previous work order as well, pointed
out in a complaint letter to Municipal
Commissioner Igbal Chahal that the
civic body's acliuns violate all standards
of transparency. “Why is the work of
supplying medical equipment given toa
builder and that too without inviting
tenders?” he wrote.

Satam told Mirror that he has asked
for details of all contracts awarded by
the BMC for Covid-19-related equip-
ment since March, when the pandemic
broke out. “The municipal commission-
er must cancel all such orders given to
Romell Realtors, initiate an inquiry, stop
the payment, and invite short tenders
for the supply of all equipment/items so
that there is competition and transpar-
ency,” he said.

Additional Municipal Commissioner
P Velrasu, who heads the central pur-
chase department, said Romell Realtors
was given the contract for the dura cyl-
inders because “it was an emergency”.
“Dura cylinders are not meant for the

NESCO centre. Considering shortage of
time and complaints about lack of oxy-
gen cylinders at HBT Trauma Hospital
and other peripheral hospitals, the
department approached two oxygen
players. One quoted very high rates.
One responded, but said that it cannot
supply more than 30 cylinders within
three days. Romell said it could supply
cylinders within the given time. Dura
cylinders were purchased directly con-
sidering the shortage of time,” he said.

Velrasu said ex post facto sanction
was taken from the municipal commis-
sioner. “The central purchase depart-
ment imposed a heavy penalty for the
late supply of dura cylinders. Barring the
contract for the dura cylinders, the
department has no other work order
with Romell.”

Romell Realtors said it was asked to
urgently deliver the dura oxygen cylin-
ders owing to its ‘success’ with the previ-
ous NESCO work order. It said it placed
an order for 70 cylinders on the night
the work order was issued, and delivered
10 of them to the NSCI centre on June 8,
collectively 30 to HBT Trauma Care on

DEEPAK TURBHEKAR

The NSCI Covid-19 centre in Worli
is among the three facilities to
which the company supplied dura
oxygen cylinders

June 9 and June 11, and 15 to Bhabha
Hospital on June 13. It claimed it
couldn’t meet the rest of the require-
ments because one of the manufacturers
could not supply more than 45 cylin-
ders.

Accusing the BMC of “unnecessarily”
imposing a penalty on it without look-
ing at its reply to a show-cause notice, it
said the civic body is yet to pay for the
55 cylinders it delivered.

Corporators’ fund to he used for immuni

PICS: RAJU SHELAR

BMG allows use of local area development fund to
distribute homoeopathic drug Arsenic Album 30

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR
he BMC has allowed corpora-
tors to buy and distribute ho-
moeopathic immunity boost-
ing medicine Arsenic Album
30 from their local area development
fund. Municipal Commissioner Iqbal
Chahal recently also raised the funds
for each corporator from Rs 10 lakh
toRs 15 lakh.

The homeopathy drug Arsenicum

album 30 was listed by the Ministry

of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy,

Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy
(Ayush) on March 6 as an effective

immunity booster that could keep
coronavirus at bay. Since then, it has
become so popular that corporators
and legislators, BMC officials and the
police and almost every NGO has
been distributing it even though
there is no scientific evidence to
prove its efficacy against Covid-19.

BJP MLA Ameet Satam was one of
the first elected representatives in the
city to disburse the medicine. Satam
said he had distributed Ars alb 30 (as
it is also known) to more than 20,000
families in the K West ward, in areas
which reported large numbers of
positive cases. In April, the BMC had
kicked off the demand by allowing
the distribution of Ars alb in two of

Friday, June 26, 20
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A dlstnbutlon drive for the drug in Ghatkupar last month

booster drug

the worst-affected wards in the city.

Congress corporator Ravi Raja
who is the opposition leader in the
BMC, said the BMC's decision to
allow buying of Arsenic Album 30

form corporator’s fund had come too

late. “Almost all corporations have

already distributed the drug to resi-
dents across the city,” Raja said.
Last week, with the city running
short of life saving but costly drug
Tocilizumab to treat Covid-19, BJP

corporators had demanded that they

be allowed to use their local area

development fund to buy such medi-
cines.

BMC officials said that they were
still examining whether they can
allow the use of corporators funds for
buying drugs. However, Shiv Sena
corporator Amey Ghole, who heads
the BMC’s Health Committee, had
said that the corporator's fund was
for civic amenities and not for buy-
ing medicines.

Homeopathy is often dismissed
by doctors of Western medicine asa
pseudo-science. “It's mumbo jumbo,”
Dr Shantanu Abhyankar, a practi-
tioner of modern medicine had told
Mirror last month, when the distribu-
tion drives for the drug picked up
pace. “They say it improves immuni-
ty, but there is no way to measure
that either. It will build up a false
sense of security among the public.”
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GANPATI FESTIVITIES

BMC urges Mumbaikars
to tamp down celebrations

In a pilot project of sorts, the municipality has urged mandals in Andheri (West) to organise only 13
celebrations this year; if the plan gets a good response, it could be implemented across the city

| Chaitanya.Marpakwar = N 7
@timesgroup.com - = §

TWEETS @chaiMIRROR

he BMC has urged mandals

in Andheri (West) to or-

ganise only 13 community

Ganpati celebrations this

year, one for each electoral
ward. A pilot project of sorts, if the
plan gets a good response from
mandals and citizens in Andheri
(West), officials said it could be
replicated in other wards.

Vishwas Mote, assistant munici-
pal commissioner, K-West, has
asked mandals to organise only 13
public Ganpati celebrations. He has
also organised plans for home col-
lection of small Ganpati idols, so
that people don't have to step out
for immersion.

“There are hundreds of commu-
nity Ganpati mandals in K-West.
But in light of the ongoing Covid-
19 pandemic, we have requested
that we have only 13 actual
Ganpatis. There are 13 electoral
wards in the K-West administrative
ward. So there can only be 13 com-
munity celebrations,” Mote said.

“At other locations, we have
asked people to organise blood
donation and awareness camps. We
have sent this pilot project plan to
all corporators and politicians and
are now awaiting their response,”
Mote said.

Alist of guidelines for the 11-day
festival, to be held from August 22,
was issued earlier this month. As
per the directives, mandals have to
restrict the height of Ganpati idols
to four feet, while idols worshipped
at homes should not be more than

-
The state has also asked Ganesh mandals not to organise immersion processions

two feet high. ier, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray had
met representatives from Ganesh
mandals and asked them to limit
the size of the idols. Mumbai has
around 14,000 major Ganesh pan-
dals each year. Some of the mandals
have 20- to 25-foot-high idols.

Officials said K-West has around
150 public ganpati celebrations, the
Andhericha Raja the most popular
among them,

The guidelines, issued by
Principal Secretary (Home), Amita
Gupta, also urged citizens to
immerse idols at home and avoid
travelling to crowded waterfronts. It
also said that citizens should consid-
er deferring the immersion to next
year. “By avoiding going to crowded

spaces while welcoming and
immersing idols, you will protect
yourselves and your family members
from the risk of contracting Covid-
19,” the guidelines read. Citizens
have also been asked to use idols
made of environmentally-friendly
materials.

Mote said citizens should inform
the BMC in advance if they will col-
lect idols from their buildings.
“Household Ganpatis will be collect-
ed from outside residential buildings
for immersion. This way, residents
‘won't have to step out and there will
be no crowds at beaches. We will
immerse the idols in artificial ponds.
We will set up many artificial ponds
across the ward,” Mote said.

Former corporator and Shiv Sena

leader Devendra Amberkar, who
heads the Swapnakshay Mitra
Mandal, said they will follow the
state government orders. “We are
not sure if it will be possible to not
hold festivities at all. We have been
installing Ganpati for 40 years. We
will have a small idol and have low-
key festivities. We will also have an
awareness campaign and a medical
camp,” he said.

“This plan is not practical at all.
Ganpati is not just a religious festi-
val but also a social nt. Many
mandals have their own celebra-
tions. It won't be correct to ask
them to stop their celebrations and
have only one Ganpati per electoral
ward,” said Ameet Satam, BIP MLA
from Andheri (West),

MunbaiMirror

58 Covid-19 deaths on average each day in July; city’s death rate remains at a high
of 5.5 per cent as on July 31

F‘# ’*

According to the

bring down mortality to around 3 per cent in August,” Chahal said

High death rate of 5.5 per cent, despite increased testing and vacant beds, remains a

worry.

Despite the BMC's liberal testing policy and massive availability of beds in Covid-19
centres and hospitals, the city’s death rate still remains at a high of 5.5 per cent as on
July 31. July alone saw a death rate of 4.9 per cent, which is much more than the
national average of around 2 per cent. With a total of 1,796 Covid deaths in July, this
comes to a grim average of 58 daily deaths last month.

On an average, 6,500 tests were conducted per day in July, up from 4,200 daily tests
in June. Municipal Commissioner Igbal Chahal said that the BMC had conducted 2.4
lakh tests between July 7 and August 7. “Our death rate till July 1st was 5.8 per cent.
From July 1to July 31it came down to 4.9 per cent. Overall death rate came down to

5.5 per cent. This month, we are monitoring hospitals very closely. Our target is to

daily bulletin on BMC'’s official twitter handle @ mybmc, the total number of tests till August 9 were 6,05,419. Data released

by the BMC shows that despite the civic body’s claims of having 7,000 beds and 250 ICU beds vacant, on an average 58 Covid-19 patients
have died every day in July.

BJP MLA Ameet Satam has written to Chahal demanding an increase in the Rt-PCR testing. “The BMC must increase testing and investigate
why so many deaths are taking place,” Satam said. The BMC had in July begun conducting Rapid Anti-Gen tests too. Leader of Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis has said the state should use its full capacity for RT-PCR testing, and opposed the dominance of antigen tests in the total
number of tests conducted

Even the state's Covid-19 task force has raised concerns on the high death rate.

Dr Gautam Bhansali, general physician at Bombay Hospital who has been appointed as coordinator between the BMC and private hospitals,

said “Many pe

ients with co-morbid conditions are coming on fifth or sixth day with *happy hypoxia’. These patients may not be critical but at

any moment the oxygen saturation level may decrease and they may need immediately hospitalisation.” Happy hypoxia is a condition where
patients with extremely low, otherwise life-threatening levels of oxygen, show no signs of difficulty in breathing.

Suresh Kakani, additional municipal commissioner, said the focus is to reduce the mortality rate. “We are now focusing more on increasing the

RT-PCR testing at the community level, where our health experts will do door-to-door collection of swabs. We are trying to increase the RT
PCR testing from 6,000 to 8,500,” said Kakani
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BMG ropes in NGOs to
screen slum-dwellers

Teams race to screen residents before the onset of the monsoon season

Thursday, May 21, 2020 n
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he BMC has enlisted the help of local
non-governmental organisations
to screen residents of slum pockets
for the novel coronavirus. Teams
of doctors, healthcare workers and
volunteers authorised by the BMC are raci
to screen slum-dwellers, especially given the
fast approaching monsoon season

In K-West Ward, which has more than
1,000 Covid-19 cases, the NGO Niramay
Seva Foundation has already made huge pro-
gress. A team of eight doctors and more than
30 volunteers have so far screened more
than 5,000 residents of Nehru Nagar, in
Andheri.

I'he BMC has drawn up a protocol for the
doctors to follow. According to officials, they
work four days, then rest for three. They are
tested on the seventh day and only resume
work if the result is negative.

The decision to approach the NGO was
taken after a request fromlocal BIP legislator
[Ameet Satam. “The doctors are working free
of cost. We started work last week. Now a
second team of doctors is screening people
since the first team is now resting as per the
protocol. We are also giving the doctors
additional volunteers for help,” Satam sai

The Nehru Nagar slum is one of the mast
populated in the city, with more than 35,000
residents. Almost all slum-dwellers use com-
munity toilets and social distancing is physi-
cally not possible.

“The monsoon is approaching soon. We
plan to screen the most dense slums before
the monsoon, so that we can move out all
symptomatic patients from there and house
them in quarantine centres. So far, around

Resldent‘s ‘of Nehru Nagar express their gratitude to doctors

30-40 residents have been moved into quar-
antine centres,” Satam said.

Sanjay Nagarkar of the Niramay Seva
Foundation said they had roped in doctors
and final-year MBBS students. “Our first
batch is out now. We screened more than
5,000 people and around 80 were reported as
suspect. The first batch worked for four days
and the second batch is now working. There
are eight doctors in each batch and they are
all working free of cost. There are women
doctors in the team too,” said Nagarkar, the
RRS’s general secretary for the city.

Each doctor leads a small group of three-
four people. The group uses infrared ther-
mometers and pulse oximeters to screen the
residents. We plan to finish screening all of
Nehru Nagar by the end of the month. We
want to finish before the monsoons. The
BMC is giving us PPE kits and all equipment
and even accommodation for doctors,”

Nagarkar said.

"The residents were so happy that they
clapped for our teams when the first batch
finished the screening on Tuesday. People
there are cooperating with us and so is the
BMC. We plan to set up more such teams in
other slums,” he added.

BMC officials confirmed they had organ-
ised accommodation for the doctors. “They
screen all residents for symptoms of Covid-
19, If they find any symptoms then they
refer the patient to the BMC dinic where we
test them. The sci ing helps us gauge the
spread of the virus in the slums and ensure
that all patients with symptoms are sent to
institutional quarantine,” said a senior civic
official.

“BMC doctors are also there. They help
the volunteers and also support them. The
extra manpower helps us screen more resi-
dents in less time,” the official said.

_Citv #soroN

High mortality, low
testing rates in city

City's mortality rate of 5.67% is much higher than the national average of 3.99%;
just 5,310 tests daily on average in July despite no-prescription testing policy
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ven a5 Municipal Commis-
sioner Igbal Chahal
claimed that the city was
seeing only 1200 Covid-19
cases a day despite the
BMCs liberal festing policy, the
s death rate remalns at a high of
6. BMC data shows that despite
the civic body's claims of having
7000 beds and 250 KCU beds vacant,
60 Covid-19 patients have died each
day till July 15, with 910 deaths re-
ported in the first two weeks of Jul
As on July 15, the city has recor-
ed §,464 Covid-19 deaths, at 3 mor-
talify rale of 5.67%, which Is much
tional average of

Even on the testing front, the
city has tested only 3,550 people per
day since the pandemic broke out
$ofar the BMC has carried out just
over 4 lakh tests till July 15. Even in
July when the BMC claimed to have

ted universal testing and liberal-
ised the testing regime, allowing
people o get tested for Covid-19
without any

ten to Chahal hitting out at the
BMC for failing to reduce the mar-
tality rate. “The Municipal
Commissioner’ statement that the

administration as well
The BMC has conductesd 408,320

s
, the BMC

tests ill July 15 which means we
ave conducted o meagre 3,550 ¢

Devendra Fadnavis has time and
1 stressed the need for conduct.
st 10,000 tests daily when

it

people can get tested without pee.

seriptions, ous testing has gone up

from 4,000 1o 6,800 tests pe day

But our total positives have come
1 from 1,400

of these, symptomatic patients are

less than 200. S0 we need only 200

vacant,” the BMC had said in a
statement

Fadnavis had also demanded
that the government should
Increase the number of tests being
conducted four fold. *The gover-
ment’s deci
5,000 10 5,500 in
sible for the spread of the
Fadnavis said last week.

Fadnavis alleged that the deaths
of at least 600 Covid-19 patients at
home recorded in

SATH MALWYADE

Just aver 4 lakh tests till July 15
-

15 your claim of
c being close to over in
the city. Wy is there such a mad
rush for Remdesivie and
Tocilizumab if the situation in the
city i under contral? What we are

problem helow the rug and satisfy
ourselves that our floor s clean but
the dirt below the rug will agaln
resurface on the floor Le there Is
chance of a majer spike again. |
request you ta refrain from rushing
d conduct at

Mumbal. “Besides, 287 deatrs of
Covid-19 positive deaths have been
dismissed as deaths can

reasons... This isin viola

Teast 810,000 tests daily for at least
amonth more and then review the
ion by mid-August and then
at concluslons,” Satam sald in
his letter on Friday
Chahal refused to comment on
Mumbai Mirror's query
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e Two of the many stories of help on Ground e

Declared dead on
social media, doc
recovers from COVID

Family of senior general practitioner, Dr Vasant
Shenoy, was flooded with several condolence
messages after he was rushed to the hospital

SHAILESH BHATIA
shaileshbhatia@mid-day.com

DECLARED dead by the social
media, a doctor residing in the
western suburbs has come back
to life, having successfully re-
covered from COVID-19 after a
nearly three-week battle with
the virus. While doctors fought
to save him, his family had to
deal with the flood of condo-
lence messages.

The ordeal for the Shenoy
family from Santacruz started
on the evening of May 28 when
62-vear-old Dr Vasant Shenoy
tested himself for oxygen levels
and found them to be alarming-
ly low. Dr Shenoy is considered
as one of the highest qualified
general practitioners in the city.

“I was totally fine, but to get a
second opinion, I called up a few
of my doctor friends. They all
told me to not worry. My friend
Dr Abhishek Bhargav diagnosed
a suspected ‘Happy Hypoxia' —
a rare and deadly form of COV-
ID-19 where a patient displays
zero symptoms. Dr Bhargav
advised me to rush to the near-
est speciality hospital”™ said Dr

shenoy.

The next three-and-a-half]
hours were a frenzy of calling
hospitals and trying to find a
bed for Dr Shenoy, his wife and
daughter. Panicked, Dr Shenoy|
then messaged local MLA Ameet
Satam for help. Satam arranged
for a BMC ambulance and a
hospital bed within half-an-
hour at Brahma Kumaris' Glob-
al Hospital & Research Centre,
Andheri West.

Laly ul.l.l! i.ll.lﬂElI]l: St PJ.I5III.
of the common man. My wife
and daughters, both being doc-
tors, were left to making frantic
calls to find a hospital bed and I,
a doctor with over 40 years of ex-
perience and a former president
and secretary of the Indian Med-
ical Association, could not do
anything either. Soon, rumours
of my demise started spreading
and people started pouring in
condolences on social media,
adding to my family’s mental
trauma,” Dr Shenoy said.

Dr Shenoy's daughter, Dr
Priyanka, later had to send a
message o everyone inform-
ing about his health. "As you all
know, my father, Dr Vasant She-

Dr Vasant Shenoy

noy has been admitted in the
hospital. As of now, he is stable
and responding well to treat-
ment. At no point was he on a
ventilator, since everybody has
beenassuming this" the message
read. When Dr Shenoy switched
on his mobile phone after his
hospital stay, he too received
several condolence messages.
Rushed to the ICU, after the
primary tests, the doctors pre-
scribed an urgent course of five
injections of the drug Tecili-
zumab. Five doses of the drug
are given intravenously through
saline over a period of one hour,
This is to avoid a critical situa-
tion called Acute Respiratory

However, there was no stock of
the drug available and the family
had to once again call Satam for
help. He managed to get hold of a
chemist in Ghatkopar, who deliv-
ered the medicine worth nearly
R35,000 for a full dose.

Dr Girish Vadgaonkar, the ICU
in-charge and Dr Jevdan Mot-
lekar, both managing a team
of medical professionals who
were diligently working in dou-
ble shifts since four of their own
were down with COVID-19," said
Dr Shenoy. Back from the hos-
pital on June 17, he has been
advised bed rest at home. He
wants to resume his practice at
the earliest.

If Hepatiti
Or liver cancer (cancer)

Ameet Satam - not your typical politician!
By Munir Vora San Francisco, CA, USA+1 (408) 352 5200

‘Why Am I writing this note?

Mr. Ameet Satam, MLA, recently provided an incredible amount of help to my parents
who were diagnosed with Covid-19 and have now recovered. He did so knowing that I’'m
not an Indian citizen and didn’t know where my parents live. So there was not even a
voting angle!! A simple thank you would not suffice, hence this note.

WhoAmI:

I’'m a Juhu scheme boy now settled in Silicon Valley, California, the world-famous
Technology hub in USA.

My Parents:

My 83 yrs old father is a retired bank officer and my 80 yrs old mother is a retired teacher.
They are currently living at Juhu Scheme. They were to come to USA in March but
couldn’t due to the Covid lock down. In spite of taking every precaution, on June 2nd I
received the dreaded call from my father. He had high temperature as did my mother. Their
Covid test results were pending. I couldn’t sleep the whole night with just one fear “Am I
going to lose my parents?” The very next day my father’s result came as Covid positive. I
knew then that my Mother’s would be positive as well. It was like we had been struck by
lightning. It's the worst fear of children based in the US with parents in India. This time it
was even worse because I couldn't even fly over to take care of them! I was told that day 7-
12 of Covid would be critical, hospital beds are scarce, ICUs are getting full, ventilators
are unavailable. Basically, the nightmare scenario had arrived!

Massive hunt for hospital bed:

I reached out to all my sources and their contacts including in Delhi and the US consulate.
In the US one would call one’s local representative in the State Assembly or US congress
for help in such an emergency. I had no experience with calling the local MLA for help in
India. But I was desperate and ready to try anything.

A callto Mr. Ameet Satam:

I pinged Mr. Ameet Satam - the local MLA, whom I had never met and had no relationship
with whatsoever. We didn’t have to wait long. My father soon received a call directly from
Mr. Satam advising him not to worry. He promised to work on getting my parents admitted
to ahospital. Ameet ji called him frequently with an update on his search for hospital beds.
I personally was trying for Nanavati hospital as it is close to my home and was established
as a Covid center with ICU/Ventilator facility for 2+ months.

Miracle happened:

We secured 2 beds at Nanavati hospital but the hospital told us they were full. Hence my
parents could end up in separate rooms. So I called Ameet ji and was surprised that such a
busy person answered my call himself and proceeded to ask me, “how did they get
infected?”” I could feel the worry in his voice. My answer was "I don’t know... might be
surface transfer or not wearing masks properly." Our discussion continued and he asked if
we needed any other help. My mother was turning 80 on June 6th, the day of their hospital
admissions. So, I hesitantly asked:

I) Could he possibly help my parents get into the same hospital room?
ii) Also, was there a way they could be in touch with him for future help as I was 15000
miles away?

He was very gracious and told me to not worry about my parents. By the time my parents
reached Nanavati hospital, he had managed to get them into the same room.

‘What happened Next:

Ameet ji called my parents every single day. In addition, he texted me their health status
every morning and evening. He was personally calling the CEO of Nanavati Hospital to
check their status. My parents told me that Ameet ji is taking care of them like a Son.

My father recovered earlier and was discharged from the hospital. You can imagine my
mother's apprehension at having to stay on alone. However, Ameet ji stepped up as if he
was her own son and managed to get her shifted to a single room, so disturbance was
minimized and recovery would be faster. By the time my father reached home, our
apartment had been sanitized by BMC. Yes, now that he had tested negative, neighbours
were helping. But during the time he was Covid positive, only one person came to their
assistance — Mr. Ameet Satam.

Goodending:

My mother was discharged after 20 days. While she was alone at the hospital, Ameet ji
never wavered from his routine of obtaining her status and updating us with every
detail.Not to forget that without our knowledge, Ameet ji had called the hospital and
ensured that their bill was reasonable and customary. The fact that someone cared about
how elders would bear huge hospital bills, without even being asked, makes Ameet ji a
gem of a human being in my parents' and my eyes. My parents now consider Ameet ji as
their second son. And I am eternally indebted to him for his selfless assistance.
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